Why Focus on Paraeducators

e o Paraeducators often reflect student demographics and have close ties in the communities they teach. They
o I n e a w I are well-suited to make connections among staff, students, and families; and they are well-positioned to
address social inequities (Rader & Pennell, 2019; Ernst-Slavit & Wenger, 2018). Providing paraeducators with
access to sustained PD and opportunities to continue their education can open important pathways to
teaching, which will diversify the teaching pool and address the critical teacher shortage that

Pa ra e d U c a t o rs [ ] disproportionately affects high-need urban schools (Walker, 2019).
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students in mathematics.

“What was helpful was how to engage students in math, ...using more words specific to math | knowledge and teaching efficacy. ;
never knew that before because math was my phobia...I turned that around after the Design-based implementation research . Inc'recse paras Seﬁse of math
workshops into making math fun. You keep children’s attention more that way. It helped them is bei . efficacy, pedagogical content
X X . . is being conducted in Years 1and 2, K led d ability t t
build vocabulary too....I would ask, How did you do this? Could you do this another way? | . nowledge, and ability to mentor
followed by an outcomes study during

would never thought of using those words.” - BPS Paraeducator . . other paraeducators.
the final phase of the project.

« Develop pathways and opportunities
for paras to become teachers.
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3 PD Sessions were conducted
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throughout the school year.

Paraeducators were
asked to draw a picture
of their math learning
journey during their first
program PD. Here are
two examples of math
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