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Introduce Yourself!

ÅIn the Chat, share your name and 

institution. 

ÅWhich llama do you feel like 

today? 
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Virtual Meeting/Conference Recording Notice

The American Institutes for Research® (AIR®) allows recording of audio, visuals, 

participants, and other information sent, verbalized, or used during business-related 

meetings.By joining a meeting, you automatically consent to such recordings. Any 

participant who prefers to participate via audio only should disable their video camera so 

that only their audio will be captured. Video and/or audio recordings of any AIR session 

shall not be transmitted to an external third party without the permission of AIR.
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AIR Inclusive Meeting Guidelines
Hosting and Participating in Meetings

These guidelines are intended to improve the meeting experience for virtual participants, as well as people with hearing loss, visual impairment, and those for whom English is an additional language. 

Developed by the Access AIR and AIR CREW employee resource groups with support from the AIR Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion.

ENGAGE EVERYONE BE HEARD AND SEEN ACKNOWLEDGE SPEAKER

MAXIMIZE MICROPHONES MINIMIZE NOISE MAXIMIZE VISUAL DISPLAYS
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Agenda

1. Share and Reflect on Homework

2. Specific Strategies to Integrate Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Into Conceptual 
Frameworks: Research Design, Methodology, and Data Collection

3. DEI in Research Continuum

4. Examples of DEI in Kς12 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Research

5. Case Study Breakout Activity and Debrief

6. Homework

7. Next Steps
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Introduction to Conceptual Frameworks

Varsha Ranjit

6



|  A I R . O R G

Working Assumptions Norms 

Everyone has wisdom; we need your voice!

Assume positive intent. This is a safe space 

of mutual learning.It also is a continual 

process.

These may be sensitive topics; patience 

and empathy are important. 

Active listening and engagement. 
Participate and share your ideas! 

Cameras: Encouraged! 

Questions/comments? Use the raise 
hand feature.

Audio: Mute and unmute. Be mindful of 
background noise.

You are important to this change. 
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Activity: Poll Pulse Check

Time: 2 minutes

Instructions: 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ½ƻƻƳ Ǉƻƭƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ά{ǳōƳƛǘΦέ

1. Howwas your experience applying the Community Engagement Continuum to your conceptual 

framework?

Å Very challenging

Å Challenging

Å Neutral

Å No issues
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1. Think of a past or current research project and review your conceptual framework. IŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

have a past or current framework, please create one with a research topic in mind.

2. Reflect on where your overall conceptual framework falls on the Continuum for Improved 

Community Engagement (choose from none, some, or more community engagement).

3. Identify and focus on at least two component(s)of your conceptual framework in terms of 

improving community engagement. (Note: We understand that DEI is holistic and that all

components of the conceptual framework should be considered. For the purposes of this

assignment, we are focusing on two components of the framework.)

Continued on next slide.

Take Home Assignment 1: Recap  
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Take Home Assignment 1: Recap  

4. Answer the following questions:

a. Which components of your conceptual 

framework did you select?

b. Why did you choose these two components?

c. Looking at each selected component, where 

do you think each selected component falls 

on the Continuum for Improved Community 

Engagement? 

d. Where do you think your overall conceptual 

framework falls on the Continuum for 

Improved Community Engagement in 

research? 
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Debrief

ÅWas this assignment useful and reflective of 

ways to think about community engagement 

in research? 

ÅWhat resources did you use to complete 

your assignment? 

ÅWhat did you think of the resources made 

available to complete the assignment? 

ÅWas there anything else that could have 

supported you while completing this 

assignment?  
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Example of a Conceptual Framework 
Developed by Researcher A

ÅGoal: The Evaluation of an English 

Language and Mathematics Afterschool 

Instruction Program for Refugee Children 
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Conceptual Framework

Literature Review 

Research 
Questions

Theories Logic Model  Data Interpretation

Data Validation
Findings and 

Recommendations
Quality Assurance 

Review

Dissemination 

Problem 

Methodologies

Data 
Collection 
Methods

Evaluation 

Research Design Instruments Data Analysis
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Conceptual Framework
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Questions

Findings and 
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Problem Data Collection Methods
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Example of a Conceptual Framework Developed by Researcher A 
Review your conceptual framework and reflect on where it falls on the Continuum for Improved Community 
Engagement.

Å Goal: The Evaluation of an English Language and 

Mathematics Afterschool Instruction Program for Refugee 

Children 

Å Problem:In 2019, district A in Washington state took in 

more 25,000 refugees from Myanmar. Surveys conducted 

by the school board found that high proportions of 

students (aged 15 years) from refugee families failed to 

achieve proficiency in core subjects, including mathematics 

and English. 

The school board in district A wants to assign an afterschool 

program that was effective in another district (B) to help 

improve outcomes. Can this afterschool intervention help 

improve academic achievement for refugee children? 
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Example of a Conceptual Framework Developed by Researcher A 
Review your conceptual framework and reflect on where it falls on the Continuum for Improved Community 
Engagement.

Researcher A selected three components of their conceptual 

framework: 

1. Literature Review: Peer-reviewed journals focusing on 

primary education in the United States

Researcher A reflects and thinks this part is under 

άbƻƴŜΦέ

2. Data Collection: Student assessment and classroom 

observations 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ! ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ƻƳŜΦέ 

3. Dissemination: Site coordinator, parents, teachers, and 

community leaders

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ! ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ άaƻǊŜΦέ
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Specific Strategies to Integrate DEI Into Kς12 
STEM Research

Paula Dias 
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Problematic Research Practices From a DEI Perspective

ÅAssuming what issues are important to 

communities ĄResearch is not always 

relevant to communities.

Å¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴέ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

standard/norm Ą Local knowledge not 

valued.

ÅLack of consideration of positionality Ą

Idea of research and researcher as being 

objective and neutral.

Sources: Chicago Beyond (2018); Lokot(2022).
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Problematic Research Practices From a DEI Perspective

ÅLack of accountability ĄResearchers are 

not held responsible when research does 

not produce high-quality outcomes for the 

community.

ÅUnderresourcedcommunities often 

targeted for research ĄResearch can 

cause fatigue and burden on communities.

Sources: Chicago Beyond (2018); Lokot(2022).
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Integrating DEI Is a Journey, Not a Checklist
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