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A Tale of Two 

Partnerships



How do secondary mathematics teachers 
in urban schools learn to teach equitably 

and ambitiously?



Partnership 1:
Investigating and Supporting the 

Development of Ambitious and 

Equitable Mathematics 

Instruction at Scale
2011-2016 
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ME



I definitely 

learned things



I bore witness, but I could do 

very little to change what was 

happening.

Book 
Recommendation:

The Vulnerable 
Observer 

by Ruth Behar



Wisdom of Practice
Especially when you are 
working with systems, 

understand the locus of 
the partnership and where 

changes are possible.



Partnership 2:
Supporting Instructional Growth 

in Mathematics

2016-2021



“I want to do 

something 

meaningful.”

Darryl Yong
Professor, Harvey Mudd College



Shared Problem
Teachers wanted more 

feedback on their 

instruction

Photo: Kenny Ellison from Unsplash



I am still 

learning things, 

but with a 

greater sense of 

agency.



Wisdom of Practice
Start with a shared 
problem, and work 

together to address it.



Wisdom of Practice
Partnerships take trust, 

mutual care, mutual 
investment in shared 

problems.



Thank you



Free templates for all your 

presentation needs
For PowerPoint, Google Slides, and Canva

100% free for personal or commercial use

Ready to use, professional, and customizable

Blow your audience away with attractive visuals
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