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Overview
Q1. How do I situate my case study to explain the phenomena that I am 
studying at different phase of my work?

Q2. What are some core strategies I might share?  



Who am I? How do my identities shape my 
approach? 
● A first generation, Asian, female, immigrant, and 

multilingual scholar
● A former secondary science teacher
● Currently working at a highly privileged setting as 

a tenured faculty member 
● teacher educator
● Educational researcher who cares about science 

education- and teacher education-related matters

Image source: https://engineerinclusion.com/what-is-positionality/



Why Do I Use Qualitative Case Study?
● As an educational researcher, I view my role as not just understanding 

educational phenomena, but also improving them. 
● Improvement: “doing things better” “doing better things” (Fisherman & Herrenkohl, 2022)

● For me, the heart of improvement work is disrupting and transforming 
the status quo of the public education that perpetuates unjust for 
minoritized students, and working toward a more just, thriving future

● The questions that I am interested in?

What works? How/Why
does it work?

What is possible?
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Why Do I Use Qualitative Case Study?  

Methodology
: How I generate 
knowledge

Epistemology
: What I believe 
the nature of 
knowledge

Ontology
: What I believe 

about the 
nature of reality

Who I am



Why Do I Use Qualitative Case Study?  

Methodology
: How I generate 
knowledge

Epistemology
: What I believe 
the nature of 
knowledge

Ontology
: What I believe 

about the 
nature of reality

“Is there a there there?”
Multiple realities, situated 
in political, social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts

I do not “find” 
knowledge, I 
construct, challenge, 
& disrupt it to 
transform and 
empower

Tell stories of what is possible in 
a messy, complex, real world 
setting situated in historical, 
sociopolitical, institutional, 
cultural contexts

Merriam, S. B., & Tisdell, E. J. (2015). Qualitative research: A guide to design and implementation. John Wiley & Sons.

Who I am



How can we expand minoritized students’ opportunity to learn 
in secondary science classrooms?

Classroom instruction of the secondary science teachers 
who have opportunities to co-design and enact 
equity/justice-centered curriculum (preservice teacher 
education, partnership)

What is possible?
And how and why…?



Why this case? 

Classroom instruction of the secondary science teachers 
who have opportunities to co-design and enact 
equity/justice-centered curriculum (preservice teacher 
education, partnership)

Intentionally selecting an 
exceptional teacher’s 
interactions with 
minoritized students 



Through the detailed and in-depth 
analysis of a teacher’s classroom 
interactions for two years, I intended to:
● challenge and expand prevalent, 

cognitive oriented conceptions of 
responsive teaching or teacher 
responsiveness

● offer a new conception about teacher 
responsiveness that promotes equity 
in secondary science classrooms



My core strategies #1: continuously ask ‘Why’

● Why am I doing this study? For whom, 
and towards what ends?

● Why am I selecting this case, not the 
others?

● Why is it a ‘good’ or ‘the best’ case given 
the goal and purpose of this study? 



My core strategies #2: Work for theorizing, 
beyond describing
● How does my case study provide a new

insight into the focal phenomenon or 
problem?

● How does my case study generate new 
languages that facilitate the meaning-
makings of the focal phenomenon?



My core strategies #3: use a ‘good 
theoretical lens’ that enables me to see 
something new and important
● What is my analytical lens that guides 

the systemic, critical and thoughtful 
analysis of my cases?  

● What is the unit of analysis?  
● What is this study really about?  What is 

the story that I am trying to tell? 



Thank you!
hosunk@uci.edu
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