NSF I:  Networking and Discourse among NSF STEM Grantees and State Leaders

This session (including a poster session) is designed to bring together NSF grantees and state STEM leaders to identify ways both can contribute to the “big STEM picture” in the Commonwealth. Three specific session goals are to 1) familiarize NSF grantees with each others’ work; 2) acquaint STEM state leaders and Massachusetts’ pre-collegiate NSF grantees with each others’ needs and resources; and 3) reflect on ways to align current and future NSF-supported activities with the MA STEM Plan. Conversations will focus on potential strategic collaborations among Massachusetts-based NSF grantees and state leaders. 

Moderator:  


Barbara Brauner Berns, Principal Investigator, CADRE (Community for Advancing Discovery Research in Education), Education Development Center, Inc (EDC)
Panelists:
Joni Falk, Principal Investigator, MSPnet, TERC
Joyce Malyn-Smith, Principal Investigator, ITEST LRC & STEM Workforce Development Projects, Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC)
Julia Phelps, Associate Commissioner Associate Commissioner for Curriculum & Instruction, MA Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 
Carrie Conaway, Director of Planning, Research and Evaluation, MA Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 
 NSF II:  NSF STEM Partnerships with Massachusetts’ Schools, Districts, and Informal Institutions 
NSF-supported projects have the potential to bring innovative and sound new resources, programs, and research to Massachusetts. Through conversation and posters, this session is designed for STEM educators to learn about opportunities in MA-based NSF STEM projects. Three project teams will discuss the in’s and out’s of NSF-supported STEM collaborations from different perspectives: how they started, what makes them work, their challenges and success strategies. NSF grantees will also be able to learn more about the needs and interests of Pre-K through 12 educators, which may influence their future research and development activities. 

Moderator: Joyce Malyn-Smith, Principal Investigator, NSF ITEST LRC & STEM Workforce Development Projects, Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC)

Panelists:

Mike Barnett, Principal Investigator, Urban Ecology, Information Technology, and Inquiry Science for Students and Teachers, Boston College
Robert Chen, Principal Investigator, Boston Energy in Science Teaching (BEST); Co-Principal Investigator, Boston Science Partnership, University of Massachusetts, Boston
Neil Heffernan, Co-Principal Investigator, Predicting STEM Career Choice from Computational Indicators for Student Engagement within Middle School Mathematics Classes, and ASSISTments Meets Inquiry, Worcester Polytechnic Institute
JoAnn Johnson, Director of Science and Health, Waltham Public Schools   
Christine O’Connor, Teacher, Grade 8, Shrewsbury Public Schools (currently on leave) 
Pam Pelletier, Senior Program Director, Boston Public Schools
Discussant: Barbara Brauner Berns, Principal Investigator, CADRE (Community for Advancing Discovery Research in Education), Education Development Center, Inc (EDC)
